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College women enrolled in textiles and clothing courses gain practical training in clothing construction problems 
by designing and cutting patterns, making dress forms, fitting models and stitching, skills gained only with practice 
Lila Williamson summarizes the activities and recent 
developments in Textiles and Clothing Department 
BEGINNING with the spring quarter, defense on 
the home front brings re-emphasis and redirec-
tion to training in textiles and clothing. The over-
all aim at present is to prepare these future home 
economists to help in reducing family demands for 
textiles, thus freeing these materials for supplies and 
clothing for man power in direct defense activities. 
Re-emphasis of basic training foresees needs in the 
days ahead: Fabrics or garments now owned or to 
be bought must last longer. \1\Therever possible, they 
must be cleaned and cared for at home instead of at 
the dry cleaner. Designs selected must be simple and 
easy to make-to speed home sewing. They will be 
conservative, toward quality rather than fashion, to 
fit activities through each day and many seasons. 
Redirection of training will be in the care of gar-
ments at home through cleaning, repair and suitable 
use, through restyling and renovating to extend the 
present life of many garments. Year-round wardrobe 
economies in every direction will be emphasized. 
-+c: 
The Department of Textiles and Clothing served as 
hostess to Miss Ruth O'Brien, chief of Textiles and 
Clothing Division, Bureau of Home Economics, 
12 
Washington, D. C., when she visited the Iowa State 
campus recently for Farm and Home Week. Once 
head of the Department of Textile Chemistry here, 
Miss O'Brien spoke at a seminar of the textile group 
and was luncheon guest of the department staff. For 
her discussion on the Farm and Home \1\Teek program 
of the place of textiles in both civilian and army life, 
she brought with her an exhibit of clothing designed 
at the Bureau, using fabrics available on the present 
market in designs suggested for utility wear. 
-+c: 
Labels found on more than 6000 cotton wash dresses 
and 4000 bolts of cotton wash dress fabrics in 25 
stores in eight Iowa towns were investigated for a re-
search problem in this department to determine what 
the informed consumer may expect to find when she 
goes to market. This study indicated that at present 
the only single bit of information the purchaser can 
be sure of obtaining is that found on the price tag. 
Another researcher in this department studied the 
reactions of the consumer to labels on wool garments. 
The Federal Trade Commission requires that all wool 
fabrics and garments carry information on the type 
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of fiber content. If textiles and textile products are to 
be rationed, accurate information on labels, if care-
fully read and correctly interpreted, will guide the 
alert consumer in the buying, use and care of fabrics 
found on the war-time market. 
Gleanings from staff members on possible effects of 
the war market on materials for their classes: "Until 
now, wool has been required for dresses, suits and 
coats made in advanced clothing classes to give train-
ing in handling this fabric. New fabrics which have 
similar characteristics of this fiber will give the basic 
experience." "Heated houses, school rooms and cars 
have reduced the need for civilians to wear woolen 
things." "Samples of new fabrics coming in from 
manufacturers-such as one with 16 % reworked wool 
and 15 '/a reprocessed wool-indicate that fabrics may 
be as soft and lovely, as easy to drape as virgin wool 
.fabrics. Expensive though!" "Tightening up on use 
of paper used for patterns so the supply will last as 
long as possible. Students cooperate." "May be diffi-
cult to get machine supplies. Students are taught 
regular cleanings to keep this important piece of 
home equipment in condition." 
Fabrics selected must be those that will not shrink 
nor fade unduly, are eas ily cared for . These should 
be fabrics easily obtainable in largest amounts on the 
war market-cotton and rayon at present. Construc-
tion of these garments must be such that they will 
look professional- to popularize home sewing. 
Textile microscopy is the newest course in the Tex-
tile and Clothing Department. Its first year of life 
has proved its worth to clothing rnajors who must soon 
aid in utilization of fiber mixtures in new fabrics on 
the war market. By watching the behavior of fibers 
which have been treated chemically, these students 
will have an effective means of determining the kind 
of fibers in a piece of fabric undetectable by the naked 
eye. 
Juniors in advanced costume design are finishing up 
their designs for a college-girl fur coat suitable for 
campus wear to be entered in a contest sponsored by 
a Des Moines fur manufacturing company. The first 
winner becomes a summer employee of the fur com-
pany. Second and third winners will be given cash 
awards. Winning designs become the property of the 
fur company to be made into fur coats for sale. 
Additions to the staff in this department this year 
include three instructors : Karlyne A. Anspach, B.S., 
Iowa State College, M.A., Columbia University; Bar-
bara A. Brooks, B.S., University of California, M.S., 
Oklahoma A. & M. ; and Lois Hotvedt Strassburg, B.S. 
and M.S., Iowa State College. Graduate assistant is 
Vivian Anderson, B.S. , Kansas State College. 
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